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their definite expression in the principle of Good-
ness, which, among other things, includes solidarity
and human perfectibility. Outside of the ideal
of goodness, Pouillee says1 we find only poor
diminutives or succedaneums of morality. And
the same philosopher deduces from it this precept
of morality that is independent of time and envi-
ronment : " Be good, with a view to universal good-
ness, which would constitute universal happiness."

Vainly do we scoff at goodness as the indis-
pensable foundation of moral progress and the
salvation of human beings. It is constantly en-
larging and developing. It is increasing before
our eyes, as it has grown through the centuries.
Only, invisible, it is seen solely through goodness
itself. We must be good to perceive its develop-
ment and its blessings, as we must believe in God
to see His activity on earth.

XII. Have we become better? is asked on all
sides. Like religions, the social sciences give a
negative answer. The religions and the sciences
are equally mistaken. While the former wrongly
identify pity or credulity with goodness, the latter
suffer themselves to be influenced too greatly by
the deceptive statistics of crime. We may observe,
per contra, the rising edifice of solidarity, which is

1 Morale des idees forces.